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62 Afghan
Forces Rescued
from Taliban
Prison

BADGHIS - At least 62 Afghan
forces were freed from a Taliban
prison in an operation by Afghan
special forces in Badghis prov-
ince, the Defense Ministry said in
a statement Wednesday.
According to the statement, the
operation was conducted in the
Bala Murghab district of the prov-
ince.

The rescued forces include 55
army soldiers, four commando
soldiers, two border police, and
one policeman, the statement not-
ed.

Meanwhile, five Taliban militants
were detained and many more in-
surgents were killed or wounded
during the raids.

Asadullah Khalid, the acting De-
fense Minister counts the opera-
tion as a great achievement for the
Afghan forces, insisting that the
national security and defensive
forces will work harder to bring
security in Afghanistan.

The released soldiers also under-
lined that they will “continue their
fight against the insurgents to de-
fend the land and the people.”
The Taliban militant group has
not made a comment in this re-
gard. (ATN)
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Remains Recovered from
U.S. Aircraft Crash Site — Ghazni
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Daesh, Taliban
Among 17 Suspects
Held in
Nangarhar

JALALABAD - Intelligence opera-
tives have arrested 17 individuals,
including Taliban and Daesh re-
bels, in eastern Nangarhar prov-
ince, an official said on Wednes-
day.

The detainees were paraded be-
fore media persons in Jalalabad,
the provincial capital

Deputy governor Tamim Arif
Momand said the National Direc-
torate of security (NDS) personnel
had arrested 10 Taliban militants
and five Daesh rebels during their
operations in the provincial capi-
tal, Batikot, Khogyani, Surkhrod
and Behsud districts.

He added two other individuals
who threatened doctors in Jalal-
abad city had also been detained.
He said five pistols, two Kalash-
nikovs, one talkie walkie, a land-
mine and some ammunition were
also seized from the detainees.
The detainees were involved in
subversive activities across the
province and threatened doctors
via telephone to pay them money.
All the detainees have confessed
to their crimes and they are cur-
rently under NDS investigation,
he concluded. (Pajhwok)

GHAZNI - The U.S. Forces recovered the remains of two person-
nel from the site where a U.S. Bombardier E-11A aircraft crashed
in Ghazni Province, Afghanistan on January 27, U.S. Forces in
Afghanistan said in a statement.

The force also recovered what is assessed to be the aircraft flight
data recorder.

The statement adds that the cause of the crash remains under
investigation, however, there are no indications the crash was

caused by enemy fire.

The remains were found near the crash site, treated with dignity
and respect by the local Afghan community, in accordance with
their culture, the statement underlined.

The statement said that the U.S. forces destroyed the remnants
of the aircraft.

Pending positive identification and in accordance with U.S. De-
partment of ...( More on P§)...(4)

Over 13 Security Forces Killed
in Taliban Attack - Kunduz

313m Afs Budget for Paktia
Too Little, Say Residents

GARDEZ - Public representa-
tives and residents on Wednes-
day complained that southeast-
ern Paktia province has been
granted a meager 313 million
afghanis in the draft national
budget for the current fiscal
year.

They accused the central gov-
ernment of  discrimination
against their province and said
the allocated budget could not
meet their needs.

Taj Mohammad Mangal, a mem-
ber of the Provincial Council,
told Pajhwok Afghan News
that projects that were rejected
last year due to weak manage-
ment and protracted procure-
ment process had been included
in current year budget for the
province.

He said, “The approval of only
one new project of a 600-meter
retaining wall for Paktia shows
the central government’s dis-
criminative behavior. The rest
of projects in the new budget
belong to last year.”

Mumtaz Karkhel, another mem-
ber of the provincial council,
termed the budget allocated for
Paktia as shameful and said the
amount even could not meet a
single project.
AhmadullahAhmadi, a civil so-
ciety activist and a youth parlia-
ment member, said residents of
Paktia had always given sacri-

fices for the country but unfor-
tunately they were forgotten in
important issues.

He said 300 million afghanis
could not address their province
demands and needs at all.
However, Yarbaz Hamidi, a
Wolesi Jirga member from Pak-
tia, said dozens of other projects
had been included in the draft
national budget for the current
fiscal year and they had been
convinced in this regard.

He said, “Paktia is given enough
projects, including roads, bridg-
es, school buildings and other
important projects.”

Governor Shamim Khan
Katawzai said the draft national
budget for the current fiscal year
for Paktia had not been fully de-
scribed.

He said, “ The national budget
draft and budget issues for the
current fiscal year have not been
described well, we have money
without national budget and a
number of projects worth hun-
dreds million afghanis would
be implemented by government
departments.”

The Wolesi Jirga approved the
draft national budget for the cur-
rent fiscal year last (Wednesday).
Of the 428 billion afghanis, 289
billion afghanis have been ear-
marked in general spending. The
development budget stands at
139 billion afghanis. (Pajhwok)

KUNDUZ - Safiullah Amiri, the
Baghlan provincial council deputy,
said that on Tuesday night at 12
am, the Taliban had attacked the
centre of Dasht-e Archi district of
Kunduz province and killed 12
army men and one policeman, and
wounded 8 army men and 4 police-
men, adding that 3 army soldiers
were missing.

Local officials, however, confirm
the attack but remain unaware of
the casualties.

This comes as the Taliban said in a

statement ...( More on P8)...(5)

Sar-I-Pul Residents Donate
150 Acres of Land for Schools

Pakistan Temporarily Closes
Afghan Border Crossing after
Mortar Attack

ISLAMABAD - Pakistan closed a
key border crossing with Afghani-
stan for about 10 hours after mor-
tar shells landed on Pakistani ter-
ritory from across the border.
Vehicles lined up on both sides of
the border began moving across
the Torkham crossing on the after-
noon of January 29 after the gates
were reopened, Pakistani and Af-
ghan officials say.

Earlier in the day, Pakistani For-
eign Ministry spokeswoman Ai-
sha Farooqui said the border gates
had been closed for security rea-
sons after two mortar shells fell
near the crossing overnight.
Officials say no casualties were
reported but that a number of ve-
hicles were damaged.

Torkham is one of the major bor-
der crossings between Pakistan
and Afghanistan. Every day,
thousands of people and scores
of vehicles carrying goods use the
gateway connecting Pakistan’s
Khyber tribal district with Af-
ghanistan’s Nangarhar Province.
Prime Minister Imran Khan had
last year decided to keep the bor-
der crossing open for 24 hours a

day to boost trade.

The two neighbors have had un-
easy relations, with Kabul ac-
cusing Islamabad of supporting
Taliban militants. Pakistan denies
that.

Exchanges of fire across the border
are common.

The border closure comes in the
wake of protests in both countries
sparked by the detention of the
leader of an ethnic Pashtun rights
activist in Pakistan.

This week’s detention of Man-
zoor Pashteen, the leader of a civil
rights group that has criticized the
Pakistani military’s operations in
the northwestern tribal regions,
also led to a diplomatic spat be-
tween Islamabad and Kabul.
Afghan President Ashraf Ghani ex-
pressed concerns over Pashteen’s
detention and said governments
in the region “must support and
encourage peaceful civilian move-
ments for justice.”

The Pakistani Foreign Ministry
denounced Ghani’s “clear interfer-
ence” in Pakistan’s internal affairs.
Pashtuns live on both sides of the
border. (Radio Free Europe)

SAR-I-PUL - Residents of
northern Sar-i-Pul province
donated 150 acres of land to
education department for con-
struction of schools over the
past two years, an official said
on Wednesday.

Ahmad Khan Bekzada, the ed-
ucation director, told Pajhwok
Afghan News buildings for 95
percent of schools had been
constructed across the prov-
ince with the help of people.
Salahuddin Chirekzada, depu-
ty ...( More on P8)...(6)

Schengen Visa Fee Surge
Applicable from February

KABUL - Afghan citizens should
pay €80 instead of €60 as they did so
far when applying for a Schengen
Visa from Afghanistan, according
to Schengen Visa info. Children too,
will have to pay €40 instead of €35.

Afghans will be subject to several
changes in terms of visa applica-
tion procedures, rules and benefits,
starting from February 2, 2020.

Due to the implementation of the
Updated Schengen Visa Code,
adopted by the EU Council in June
2019, all representative missions
of the Schengen Countries located
abroad are obliged to apply the
new rules, including the ones in Af-
ghanistan.

“Since Regulation (EU) 2019/1155
of the European Parliament and of
the Council of 20 June 2019 amend-
ing Regulation (EC) No 810/2009
establishing a Community Code on
Visas (Visa Code) is binding in its
entirety, and is directly applicable
in all EU Member States in accord-
ance with the Treaties, all Schengen
countries, including Lithuania, will
apply it from 2 February 2020,”
an official from the Information
Monitoring and Media Division of
Lithuania explained for schengen-
visainfo.com.

The new rules also permit Afghans
to submit an application up to six
months in advance of their trip, in-
stead of three as it is now, and fore-
see a harmonized approach to the

issuing of multiple entry visas with
lengthier validity to regular travel-
ers with a positive visa history.
According to SchengenVisalnfo.
com, Member States that are not
represented in Afghanistan in terms
of visa admission, are now obliged
to cooperate with external service
providers, in order to facilitate visa
application for travelers.

The external service providers are
allowed to charge a service fee,
which cannot be higher than the visa
fee. This means Afghanis applying
at an external visa service provider
may have to pay up to €160 per visa
application, if the external service
providers set the maximum service
fee permitted, which is €80.

In addition, the updated Visa
Code introduces a mechanism
that assesses whether the visa fees
should change, every three years.
Another mechanism that will use
visa processing as leverage will be
introduced, in a bid to improve co-
operation with third countries on
readmission.

According to Gent Ukéhajdaraj
from SchengenVisalnfo.com, due
to this mechanism the fees may
increase even to €160, if the EU au-
thorities see it necessary.

“ A visa fee of €120 or €160 will apply
to non-cooperative third-countries,
in cases when the EU Commission
considers that action is needed ...(

More on P8)...(7)



